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using the terror against the Left parties. Although
Hitler and Goring were on a pretty good footing with
the Reichswehr, yet Schleicher's position was still so
strong that a coup d'etat by Hitler would set the
Reichswehr moving against him and cut him off from
Hindenburg. No, the party must needs try to get the
whole leadership into its hands in a ' legal' way. The
Social Democratic and Communist papers like the
Democratic ones had already been suppressed ; a
prohibition against demonstrations and meetings had
been issued against the Left parties. How would the
Labour parties and the representatives of the Demo-
cratic republic be able at all to carry on an election
campaign. In spite of their immunity, Reichstag men
were being arrested, too.

Nevertheless there was a dread of defeat in the Nazi
party; if the Nazis did not win the majority in the
new Reichstag, the Reichstag might bring down the
government. " We are taking over the power so as to
really own it and to keep it," Goring said. But it was
easier said than done. The German National ministers
were not too much to be trusted from the Nazi point
of view. They would in case of need be ready even
to put up with the moderate parties, especially as
Hugenberg had already long been aware that the
Nazis at the first favourable opening would wreck the
coalition government.

The Stahlhelm, the union of the Front Fighters, had
come to an election agreement with the Hugenberg
party. Diisterberg, the Stahlhelm leader, was an
-opponent of Hitler's so that even from there surprises
were quite possible.

There was only one possibility to keep the majority